
Federal	  Communications	  Commission	  
445	  12th	  Street	  SW	  
Washington,	  DC	  2005	  
	  	  
November,	  2013	  
	  	  
To	  Whom	  It	  May	  Concern:	  
	  	  
I	  am	  writing	  in	  response	  to	  the	  Federal	  Communications	  Commission’s	  (FCC’s)	  Notice	  of	  Proposed	  
Rulemaking	  requesting	  input	  on	  potential	  ways	  to	  “modernize”	  the	  E-‐rate	  Program.	  	  The	  E-‐rate	  
Program’s	  discounts	  on	  telecommunication	  and	  Internet	  access	  are	  critical	  to	  supporting	  teaching	  and	  
learning	  at	  my	  school.	  	  
	  	  
Using	  technology	  and	  accessing	  the	  Internet	  in	  the	  classroom	  affords	  me	  and	  my	  colleagues	  the	  ability	  
to	  tailor	  instruction,	  making	  it	  even	  more	  student-‐centered.	  	  While	  the	  E-‐rate	  Program	  helps	  provide	  
many	  schools	  with	  Internet	  access,	  new	  and	  emerging	  technologies	  will	  provide	  unprecedented	  
opportunities	  to	  shape	  teaching	  and	  learning.	  However,	  these	  new	  technologies	  will	  undoubtedly	  
require	  high-‐speed	  Internet	  access,	  with	  which	  not	  all	  schools	  are	  equipped.	  	  
	  
I	  am	  convinced	  that	  students	  who	  attend	  schools	  with	  high-‐speed	  access	  to	  the	  Internet	  have	  a	  distinct	  
advantage	  over	  those	  students	  who	  do	  not.	  	  As	  an	  educator,	  I	  want	  to	  ensure	  that	  all	  students	  have	  the	  
same	  equitable	  access	  to	  the	  Internet,	  no	  matter	  where	  they	  live	  –	  urban,	  rural,	  and	  suburban	  –	  in	  the	  
U.S.	  	  
	  	  
The	  E-‐rate	  Program	  is	  an	  example	  of	  a	  program	  that	  works	  –	  my	  students	  and	  I	  depend	  on	  it.	  As	  an	  
educator,	  I	  do	  not	  think	  significant	  changes	  to	  the	  E-‐rate	  Program	  are	  needed.	  The	  reality	  is	  the	  Program	  
is	  not	  broken	  –	  it	  is	  quite	  simply	  underfunded.	  	  The	  best	  way	  the	  FCC	  can	  help	  classrooms	  across	  the	  
country	  is	  by	  doubling	  current	  Program	  funding	  to	  $5	  billion.	  This	  will	  help	  the	  Program	  meet	  current	  
demand	  as	  well	  as	  build	  a	  21st	  century	  infrastructure	  that	  supports	  high-‐speed	  Internet	  access	  to	  all	  
schools.	  
	  	  
I	  thank	  you	  for	  your	  continued	  support	  of	  the	  E-‐rate	  Program	  and	  the	  FCC’s	  interest	  in	  making	  the	  
Program	  better.	  A	  21st	  century	  E-‐rate	  Program	  has	  the	  potential	  to	  prepare	  today’s	  students	  for	  higher	  
education	  and	  21st	  century	  careers.	  
	  	  
Sincerely,	  
	  	  
Todd	  Snyder	  	  
	  


